Separation from the reaction mixture was achieved as described earlier [3] by precipitation of the zinc com plex. The white precipitate was dissolved in di luted hydrochloric acid, adsorbed on a strongly acidic cation exchange resin and the product eluted with sodium hydroxide. In this way the free N-hydroxyimino acids 2a and 2b could be readily pre pared in 10 g amounts. The structure of these com pounds was confirmed by field desorption mass spec troscopy, nuclear magnetic resonance and elem en tary analysis.
Starting from optical active L-a-bromopropionic acid with an optical purity in excess of 95% [7] . D .D -N-hydroxy-a,a'-im inodipropionic acid (2 a ) 
